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rules which that ſyſtem preſcribes, is neither 


poſſible, nor ſhould we upon reflection find 


it even to be expedient. So various are, not 


only the natural. diſpoſitions of individuals, 


but alſo ſo diverſified thoſe habits and prac- 
tices which the different ſtages of manners, 
arts, and refinement produce, that an attempt 


to enumerate the vices growing eventually 
out of them would be inconſiſtent with that 


ſimplicity and conciſeneſs which ſhould ac- 
company a collection of precepts adapted to 
the purpoſes, and directed to the inſtruction, 


of all nd. Although therefore in the 
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5 e will of td es not a r 
mode and degree of crimes to which lan- 


guage has affixed a ſpecific name, yet a little 


enquiry will ſoon convince us that the mo- 
rality of the Goſpel ſtands beyond all com- 
pariſon on a broader, ſimpler, and more 
practical baſis than that of any other body 
of inſtruction, which under any form was 
ever propoſed to the acceptance of mankind. 
Without the forced and artificial formality 

of a fyſtem, it hath all that coherence and 
| harmonious concurrence which the ableſt 
conſtructors of human fyftems of morality 
have never reached. Though the Evangelical 

precepts appear to flight obſervers ſcattered 
| incidentally and occafionally, yet have they 
all mutual reference to each other; and an 
univerſal relation to the whole of that ſtu- 
pendous plan of mercy and Teconcthation 
brought to light in the writings of the New 
Teſtament. When in the language of in- 
ſpired wiſdom the whole of man is diſplayed 
before us, when his corruptions, and their 
om and: their n are clearly 1 diſcerned, 
4 when 


1 


| when his deſtination in Time and Eternity 
diſtinctly appears, then is he raiſed to an 
eminence from whence the proſpect of his 
duty is extenſive and commanding indeed. 
Referred to ſuch a view, the true nature of 
every action, and the minuteſt variation of 
it, is fo clearly diſcerned, that even with re- 
gard to thoſe habits and practices of which 
 ſearcely the ſlighteſt mention occurs, we are at 
no loſs whatever for a ſafe and eaſy determi- 
nation. The grand Chriſtian principles are 
ſo bold, diſtinct, and prominent, as to render 
them moſt eaſy in their conſtruction, moſt 
ſale and extenſive in their application. 
Though Chriſtian caſuiſtry heth within a 
ſnall-compaſs yet there is no part of  hu- 
man conduct which Chriſtian obligation 
doth not reach, and where Chriſtian motives 
do not operate. --Sophiſtry may evade, Care- 
leſſneſs may neglect, Obſtinacy may oppoſe, 
Vice may ſmother, both the precepts of the 
Goſpel, and the grace of God which gives 


ſtrength and efficacy to them. But all miſs | 


takes * our duty 1 in Judging of the 
con- 


— —— — . rr . , , 2, Aa — ei ene tet 3. — 
L 4 
* 


; — * : 


C31 


conſequences of our actions are almoſt in- 
- variably wi/ful, and this as much where the 
| Scriptures are filent concerning particular of- 
| fences, as where they directly advert to them. 
In the relaxation of amuſement, in the hurry 
of public and political occupation, a vir Al. 


CnkisriAx is as much actuated by the mo- 


tives of his religion, as in the proſtrations of 


devotion and in the ſtillneſs of retirement. 


'To-mband every part of human life, a new 


direction is given by a genuine converſion 
of the Soul to God, nor is there a ſingle 


thought of his heart, or action of his life, 
concerning which, either in its cauſes, do- 
pendencies, or conſequences, the will of God 


is not on Scriptural grounds moſt clearly 
diſcernible. To the tribunal of our Con- 
ſciences, enlightened by his Word; and aided 
by his Grace, every action ſhould: be ſum- 


moned by thoſe who have effectual con- 
viction that in ſo doing they anticipitate the 


judgement of that tribunal, from which no 


"ww thou ww or deed can * „ 
Theſe 
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Theſe obſervations, however plain and ob- 
vious, I have thought it proper to premiſe, 
in entering upon a ſubject of the higheſt, moſt 
_ awful, and moſt inſtant importance, namely, 
the nature and conſequences of the prevail- | 
ing habit of Gaminc—becauſe if we may . 
conclude from daily obſervation, the opera- 
tion of the plaineſt Chriſtian principles 
ſeem in the controul of this vice to have 
been ſuſpended in many inſtances where the 
authority of revelation is not openly diſ- 
avowed, or even ſecretly diſcarded. I am 
completely convinced that if very many did 
not from the ſilence of Scripture derive ſome 
glimmerings of hope, that their accounta- 
bility in this practice did not ſtand upon the 
ſame grounds as in other offences which 
are expreſsly named therein, they could not 
perſiſt in a courſe of practiſing, cultivating, 
and diffuſing a vice which is the parent of 
as extended guilt and miſery. as perhaps the 
moſt flagrant vices againſt which the indig- 
nation of God is nominally threatened. — 
4 Any one of thoſe crimes, to which zvery 
gameſter 


2 s 1 Mo 
| gampſter-in -»» fa 


_ neceſſarily and invariably either an accom- 
pPflice or principal, would it might be ſup- 
poſed, either in their proſpeR, retroſpect, or 
commiſſion, firike the moſt obdurate heart 
with diſmay and confuſion. But here the 
callouſnefs of cuſtom, the firength of habit, 
and the extended prevalence of example, 
ſeem to have made a ſyſtem of the moſt ac- 
cumulated miſchief and atrocity conſiſtent 
with an aſſumption of character, with an 
apparently unruffled recollection, nay a pro- 
feſſion of moral, and at times even of reli- 
gious obligation. With ſuch ſtrong felf- 
deluſion in ſome, and ſuch hardened repro-. 
bacy in others, it is difficult to contend. 
Every circumſtance contributes to increaſe. 
that difficulty. $0 indiſtinct is it in its firſt 
advances, ſo combined by habit with every 
part of ſocial life, that it is hard to mark 
harder to ſeparate it from thoſe various and 
extended * N th. an it is Uniorty- 
3 e 
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os” 
EE” TOS | 
your eagereſt parti, the a ee of al | 
your hours, the cement of all your ſuppoſed 


friendſhips, into your horror and deteſtation, 

to eradicate tempers of contrafted depravity, 

to ſoften ferocity and to awaken indolence, 
dd fix the frivolouſneſs of diſſipation, and to 
_ penetrate the gloom of deſpair, to 
deep penitence into the phice of the moſt 
hardened reprobacy, is an attempt which 
thoſe who know not that the *'srzznGTH”. 
of God is perfected in the wrarnxss” of 
his r will perhaps treat with ſcorn 
and mockery : It is an attempt which thoſe, 
who in defiance of every civil, ſocial, and 
| facred obligation are ſpreading and diffuſing 
tliis vice, will treat with the moſt marked 
ence. But the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
abe n duty to diſcharge of moſt important 
and awful urgency—of an urgency as preſ- 
ſing, as the ruin of every thing valuable in 
this life, and every hope in the next, is in 
theſe calamitous times imminent and me- 
| nacing. In the * of this duty, not- 
vin 


; ragement, they look. for the co-operation of 
all good men, and humbly hope for that all- 
| powerful aſſiſtance which never fails to at- 
tend every ſincere, effort to leſſen the guilt, 
the corruption, and the anguiſh of mankind. 
In endeavouring to ſuggeſt to my hearers 
ſuch reflections as may be effectual to awaken 
their caution and excite their abhorrence of 
the vice. of Gaming, I propoſe to examine 
its progreſs. and effects, as productive. 
. 1ſt, Of the $A e and wiſery 

| of W and 
_ 2dly, As at all times endangering, and 
very frequently ſubverting, the ſtability of 
civil order conſidering it under the rinxsr 

of theſe heads as completely deſtructive of 
every principle of CunisriAx piety in In- 
DIVIDVALS;z and under the ſecond, of the 
: falutary influence of $0CIAL AND NATIONAL 
RELIGION, Which ſecures the ſubordination, 
the peace, and the welfare of Communities. 
' Deeply I am convinced will every generous 


heart be e . the corruption of the 
Individual i 
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Individual is the Miſery of thi ndividunty 
| 25 that ſordid and ſelfiſh habits not only 
contract the compaſs, but mein 
of true happineſs. The more covertly 


obſervation, that in Gaming, the worſt 
affections that can contaminate the heart 


the whole moral maſs is irrer: 


the fainteſt conception of the vilene 
hoſe habits to which their rsrabTIE AED 
PRECEPTORS in this horrid c: 


a Gameſter' $. life demonſtrates that to 


2 n n he is conducted by the 


meanneſs, a and what 1 18 Pe- 


Gaba to this, vice is, that the \ atrocity of 
FRET is |" leſs ſtriking by the ſordid 


theſe habits infinuate themſelves, 10 greater 
is the danger. Now I aſſert, upon ſome 


Man, inſinuate themſelves gradually and 
(in their early ſtages) imperceptibly, till . 
rlev ly cor- FE, 
_ rupted. We may ſay, that in effecting the 
Miſery and Ruin of mankind, the © Serpent 
retains his eons character of © Subtlety. 
The young and unwary have not in general ; 
of 


"= and training them. The an tenor 


Horror is  lefſencd by — . denk8 76 


of a Gameſter's heart? Firſt and foremoſt, 
an inordinate Love or Lucx Rand that the 


in ſome in 
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When we are capable of calm ee 
WA when conſcience can predominate 
over cuſtom, what azz the diſpoſitions 
which occur to us in eramining abe receſſes 


moſt ſordid, fixed, and habitual, which, ir- 


_ ritated every moment by renewed acts, in 


the end uſurps a ſovereign authori 


tances thoſe —— 
tious indulgences which: are neceſſarily con- 
nected with the vice of Gaming, may inter- 


rupt or diſguiſe, yet they never overcome 
' this darling and primary propenſity.” Hence, 
where Gain ſolicits, not only the remains 
of every valuable principle is annihilated, 
but the united force of every: bad one is ſwf- 

© pended: and ſuperſeded: - Let the proſpect 
of money ſtart up to the Gameſter, not only 
shAME and vin ru retreat from the un- 


equal conteſt; but e even 5 


e. and 


; e Pa - Fo 1 ITE ** & Wers 4 


Farther 


% % 


( Tr ) 


| + Farther, to this ſordid kibir ade Ou 


ſter joins” © Suſie to ru,“ and 


ſoberly and fairly appreciate the real na- 
ture df human actions, nothing appears 


more inconſiſtent than that ſocieties f 
men, who have incorporated themſelves 
for the expreſs purpoſe 3 _— 


diſclaim fraud or indi 


'% T . 4 — | Fe & * 5 
their — erimes would | reflec 


derate mind is as ſolemn and refined a ban- 


ter as can well 'be-exhibited ; For when we 


take” into view the vaſt latitude allowed by 


the moſt upright gameſters, when we reflect 


chat according to their precious caſuiſtry 


Every advantage may be legitimately taken of 
| „the unwary, and the inebriated, 


Mes 
activity can ſupply, we muſt look upon 
pretences to honeſty as a moſt ſhameleſs 


: W ee <P Ungy crimes. Even if it were 


might 


that of the meaneſt caſt, To thoſe who 5 
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abit Man) againſt re. Knaves 


ul 2 role an, frauds | 1 
his fellows he ſtands deeply n to 
So, his Country, and his Conſcience. To 
a ſyſtem neceſſarily implicated: with Fraud. 
to aſſociations of men —— | 
| whom, fon w _— to nn ralculated 

rin 2 of all | 


nce. Been his virwes — to . 
He Enn 5 


to eee 


his — Vet mens 'of. \this-deſa ; 


1 (fo deſperately. deceitful is the heart 


rim 22 protect, and whom perhaps with 
ſome poopiſaghiliiedl ogg for a worn · ut 
conſcience, they even imitate. To ſuch: kt 

the Scripture ſpeak with emphatical de- 
cifion= When thou ſaweſt a thief, then 
thou conſentedſt with him.” Away then 


with the miſchievous diſtinction between 


fair and unfair gameſters; a diſtinction im- 
= bn 


5 his . en to his: ſerviok. In 
1 even Heathen Lichen 1 judged 
and adde 1 of en ations (as 
far I mean as; the imperfe& light of Nature 
could carry him) aſſigns to Gameſters their 
rue m_— and. order 1 in 0 He con- 
dal as di — aſſerts aue peculiar 
juſtice, that from more generous plunderers 
rality of their practices, and their ſelfiſn 
and ſordid luſt of gain. This great man 
had not learned the feeble and evaſive ca» 
ſuiſtry which this age of apoſtacy has adopt» 
ed, in oppoſition to much ſtronger light, 
and to much ſurer principles, than mow 
f which Providence had vouchſafed torhum. 


* Vu Now A in the Appendix. 
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their invitations + to 1 


dence of ng ory and che facred 
rights of hoſpitality. Therefore the unwary 


5 ſhould be well warned, that when Gameſters 
are radically incapable of. They may 9 
= made firſt the dupes, and chen the partners 


— virtue, r eee If theſe 
are excluded, as ſurely they are by fraud and 


* Vide Nen. t VideNowC e 
ſelfiſh. 
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. * abeener e ether 66 Fei ah or 
ſocieties . Let tlie young be affured „dia when 
they plange into intimacy with Gn 
they take treacher) and abjection wo” wär 
boſoms In EVERY INSTANCE that whatever | 


r apper dages are more of thelr de- 
teſtable" trade, renderitig them in the eye of 
reaſon and reflection ten thouſand ümes more 

baſe; dangerous, and deſtructve. 

But = addition to fraud and all its train of 
| penfities and habits of a very dif- 


plexion enter into the compoſition b 
of a Gameſter; a moſt ungovernable FERO- 


cerrr or DISPOSITION, however for a time 
diſguiſed and latent, is invariably the reſult 
of his fyſtem of conduct. Jealouſy, rage, and 
revenge exift among gameſters in their worſt 
and moſt frantic exceſſes, and end frequently 
In conſequences of the moſt atrocious violence 
an outrage, By perpetual” agitation, the 
4 _ 


2 trace a very large number of thoſe 


every other ſpecies of murder? —F | 
E gaming-table, from the nocturnal — 


can qo op From =_ 8 are 


murders, ſanctioned or ted; indeed by 


cuſtom, but which ſtand at the tribunal of 


God. preciſely upon the ſame 


of diſtraction and frenzy, the Duelliſt ruſnes 
with his hand lifted up againſt his. brothers 
life Thoſe who are as yet on the threſhold. 


of theſe habits ſhould be warned, that how- 
ever calm their natural temperament, however 
meek and placable their diſpoſition, yet that 
by the events, which every moment ariſe, 
If. ſtand expoſed to the ungovernable fury 


of themſelyes and others. In the midſt of 
fraud, protected by menace on the one hand, 


and on the other, of deſpair, irritated by a 


recollection of the. meanneſs of the artifices . 
and the baſeneſs of the hands by which utter. 


and remedileſs ruin has been inflicted, 1 in the : 


” 0X + a 4 


; mes F theſe * of horror and diſtrac- 


tion, | 
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tion, it is ; that the voice of brethren s blood 


« crieth unto God from the ground“ and 


now art thou curſed from the earth which 


hath opened her mouth to receive thy bro- 
ther's blood from thy hand.” —Not only 


THOU who actually ſheddeſt that blood, 
but ruou who art the artificer of death 
thou who adminiſtereſt incentives to theſe 


habits—who diſſeminateſt the practice of 
them —improveſt the ſkill in them ſharp- 
eneſt the propenſity to them at ru hands 


will it be required, ſurely, at the tribunal of 
God in the next world, and perhaps in moſt 
inſtances in his diſtributive and awful diſ- 


earth. 
But whatever activity the MALIGNANT 


more impaired by gaming than it is poſſible 


Gameſter ſuffers, hazards, and occaſions, 


penſations towards thee and thine here on 


PASSIONS may derive from ſuch habits, the 
benevolent affections, on the contrary, are 


to conceive or calculate. The reaſons are 
obvious; the miſery which an ' habitual 


muſt render him completely and ſyſtemati- 
6” TP © e mw 
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cally callous. Without a ſingle ſentiment 
of remorſe or compaſſion, he coolly and 
dieſignedly inflicts utter and irretrievable 

miſchief on the greater part of thoſe with 

whom he is converſant. What though every 
day he lives he wrings the heart of many 
a fond wife, many an helpleſs orphan, many 
an aged parent, by effecting the rapid and 
inſtantaneous. ruin of thoſe to whom they 
looked up for ſupport and comfort; what 
though the wretched Suicide, unable to bear 
the complicated agonies of thoſe whoſe affec- 
tions nature has wound cloſeſt round his 


heart, leaves them to deplore his loſs in this 


world, and his DESPERATE STATE in that 
into which he precipitated himſelf; what 
though of all ſuch horrors uE is the witneſs, 
the cauſe, and the accomplice ; what though 
he is the patron and legiſlator of the ſyſtem 
which diffuſes them; yet, with all this, us 
remains calm, eaſy, and collected. A fſuper- 
ficial politeneſs, an acquaintance with the 
habits of what is commonly called the World, 


and an adult 3 to the foibles of 
| | thoſe 


. 


659 
thoſe with why theſe men conſort, may 
draw a thin veil over the fixed relentleſſneſs 
of a Gameſter's mind. He may pretend 
(for human pretences are indefinite) to feel- 
ing, honor, ſentiment, words coined for the 
purpoſe either of concealing vice, or dreſſing 
it up in virtue's garb. But as I principally - 
_ addreſs myſelf to thoſe who may be expoſed 
to ſuch men and to ſuch artifices, be aſſured 
that to human pangs Gameſters hearts are 
eſſentially impenetrable. They recount, in 
all the callous flippancy of faſhionable con- 
verſation, the miſerable fates of thoſe whom 
they or their aſſociates have conſigned to 
miſery; and language itſelf is diſtorted and - 
depraved in order to invent words to expreſs 
their diabolical cant and unfeeling jargon, 
and to intercept thoſe emotions of ' indig- 
nationagainſt the patrons, and of pity for 
the victims, of this fyſtem of crimes and 
_ calamities, which would naturally ariſe in 
the heart of man upon hearing theſe tales of 
woe and wickedneſs told with ſeriouſneſs and 
_ fimplicity, If therefore * would preſerve 
„„ that 


Ta) 


hike beſt part of your frame- which moſt 
diſtinguiſhes you from the beaſts which 
periſh, if you would retain even that wreck 
of virtue which ſurvives in ſome degree per- 
haps. almoſt every orHER courſe of iniquity, 
leaving ſtill that kindly diſpoſition of © weep- 
ing with thoſe that weep,” fly the haunts, 
dread the habits, and abhor the very LAN- 
GAE of Gameſters. 
But it is not only general Philanthropy, 
10 even that more powerful principle of 
Natural Affection, which this vice ſtifles in 
many inſtances, and injures in all. To be 
without natural affection“ was one of the 
moſt prominent features of thoſe calamitous 
times of reprobacy and apoſtacy which the 
prophetic ſpirit of the great Apoſtle fo diſ- 
tinctly foreſaw and fo awfully delineated. 
Where gaming is general, this is a conſtant 
concomitant ; for what pretences can a 
Gameſter make to the ſmalleſt degree of 
affection and duty to thoſe whom he expoſes 
every hour he lives to afflictions worſe. than 
death itſelf? Were his conſcience for a mo- 
4 | OS : ment | 


( 21 
ment to awake, bow would he be reproached 
by the bare fight of thoſe-whoſe hopes and 
Intereſts he embarks upon the ſingle caſt of 
a die, from whom he ſuffers the vileſt of 
mankind to wreſt even the bed upon which 
they repoſe, and the morſel of bread which 
ſupports their exiſtence ! whom he not only 
expoſes to ſuch calamity, when it actually 
befalls them, but to the unſpeakable agony 
of a fearful expectation of it every hour they 
live. But even this cruelty of the Gameſtei 


1s ſmall in compariſon to that by which he 


communicates his guilt. The ſudden ſtroke 


of poverty, bitter as it is, where innocence 


accompanies it, may be ſoftened by the le- 
nient diſpenſations of an Almighty Protector. 
But what are the hearts of thoſe Gameſters 
who train up their progeny in their 6viLT, 


who accuſtom their innocent, uncorrupted 
minds to the * ſpectacle of fraud and 


pillage ! 


Let thoſe who, as yet only ſtand on the 
brink of this miſery, thoſe who conſider 


theſe meetings as AMUSEMENTS, or who 
_ comply 
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comply with them merely that they may not bt 


be excluded from faſhionable ſociety, think 


to what poor motives they expoſe thoſe in- 
. nocent pledges which a kind Providence has 
entruſted to them. Has entruſted to them 
for what?—to be the joy of their youth, 
the pride of their maturer years, the com- 
fort of their age, and their alleviation even 
in the pangs of death. To be trained up 
to what ?—to- be the benefactors of man- 


|, kind, ſervants of the great and high God. 
1 eee with this of a glorious im- 


. 


To theſe m 1 will boldly affert that 
all tampering with the vice of Gaming, in 
every ſtage of it, is always dangerous, and 
moſt frequently deſtructive. You will fay, 
vou do not 6ame—that you mix only with i 
ſuch ſociety that you may not appear 
ſtrange that you can always reſtrain your- 
ſelf from hazarding more than your circum- 

ſtances will permit. To grant all theſe 
 . pleas, which would be ſufficiently abſurd, 
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yet are you ſure that your c DnEN will 
have all this moderation, that Tuzy, when 
once habituated to ſuch company, and in- 
troduced into ſuch receptacles, will not be 
_ corrupted, pillaged, and undone? Do you 
' REALLY expect that having early acquired 
the reliſn and ſkill, which a repetition of 
_ theſe ſcenes naturally produce, as they ad- 
voance in years they will ſtop ſhort of ruin 
and guilt ? Can you, for the poor ambition 
of conforting with men of faſhion, for the 
tinſel gratification of exhabiting your taſte, 
prepare your dwellings for the reception and 
harbour of that large mixture of privileged 
thieves, which I am credibly informed con- 
ſtitute a part of ſuch aſſemblies? Do not 
think me obtruſive in appealing to that 
| kindly virtue which is laſt eradicated from 
the human heart. Can you cALMLVY deſtroy 
all the part which you yourſelves have, all 
the part which Gop has, in thoſe whom you 
now look on with the eye of parental rap- 
ture? Are you reconciled to beholding them 


. —k . eee ¼—ò⁰&ö — AN 8ÄÄĩüœ„ü. . ̃— Ss 
g 4 4 oY , * 2. A 
4 | G 
1 
* . 4 2 
* » 
0 5 
2 
% -- 
£ 
- , 4 2 
£ 
- * 


— — — . — OAIHG o3 4 ae 


as for your lives, when they warn you, even 


©: VESSELS FITTED FOR. vieTaocrion * 
If you cannot, retreat inſtantaneouſly from 


the brink of the precipice on which both 
you and your beloved children ſtand. Think 


that in all theſe ſcenes which every day an- 


nounces to us as exhibiting in the politer 


part of the Metropolis, when rank and ele- 
gance combine their powerful and faſcinat- 


ing deluſions, when every external decoration 
which art and ſplendour can deviſe, is ſub- 


fidiary to them think that in the midſt of 
' theſe ſeductive ſcenes, you ſee Ruin, Fraud, 
Beggary, and untimely Death—think that you 


ſee the hand of the Svicive lifted againſt 


himſelf, and that SuicipꝝE your own DARL- 
ING CHILD! gone forward to the bar of 
eternal juſtice as a ſwift witneſs againſt the 
AUTHORS OF HIS EXISTENCE, for having 
early ſown in him the ſeeds of temporal de- 


ſtruction and eternal death—and THEN, if 


poſſible, think the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt 
_ too importunate when they exhort you to 


flee; in the early flages of theſe calamities, 


in 


"th ) 

in Gols habits which to careleſs and un- 
thinking minds appear of an indifferent ten- 
deney, not to ſpurn the dictates of nature 
and conſcience, and to expoſe thoſe whom 
God has conſigned to your protection and 
care to the floodgates of ſuch N 
anguiſh, and defolation | _ 

Shall we farther explore the complicated 
paſeneſs of the Gameſter's mind, or does 
diſguſt recoil from the examination of that 
pollated manſion ? If this diſguſt is excited, 
I ſhall by God's grace have diſcharged no 
mean part of the arduous and difficult taſk 
1 have undertaken. _ | Bb: 

1 will mention but one more of thoſe diſ- 
poſitions which have appeared to me con- 
ſtantly to have been aſſociated to the cha- 
racter of a Gameſter—a quality which gives 
conſiſtence and permanence to all the reſt; that 
is, a fixed, calm, and temperate 1MPUDENCE, 
diffuſing itſelf over every part of his con- 
duct and deportment. This qualification is 
thought of ſo much conſequence by the 
preceptors in this vice, as to be a matter of 
—  +* — 
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Church) the ſenſe of mortality and belli $ 
 mony. of. guilt—for whom the Eternal 
Spirit is making interceſlions with groans 
which. cannot be uttered” of a creature, 
whoſe prayers and penitence, contrition and 
charity, are to fill up the ſhort ſpan and 
precarious term of an earthly exiſtenice ? 
Surely he, muſt be guilty of a moſt 7rE+ 
MENDOUS, MOCKERY of Almighty. God and 
his Son's Goſpet who can. aſſert, that with 
this ſtate, with theſe views and motives, an 
employment of nearly. the HALF of every 
day he lives in Canps AnD Dien is con- 
fiſtent or compatible. Is it indeed uus 
that we are to paſs through a miſerable and 
guilty world! the GviLT of which, and the 
MISERY of which, every Chriſtian's time _ 
exertions are called forth to remedy, . 
member this STRONG AND PREGNANT, evan- 
| gelical principle, that . ye are not your own, 
9 are bought with a. price.” Now, with theſe 


Ops, OF. back mo: Jour ae. 9G 
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forward 


. 


>” TINY to your future. If you have x6 
Corded your time, examine theſe record 
What do they exhibit—memorials of your 
alms and prayers, or your dedication and 

devotion by night and by day to occupd 


which can be in their beſt ſtages but trifling 
and unprofitable? Look at your acts of 


benevolence and your labours of love—in 


inſtructing the ignorant, in relieving the 
afflicted, in viſiting the priſoner, in endea- 


vouring to leſſen that ſum of cotruption and 


guilt with which this poor ſhort ſtate is de- 


luged. From theſe duties, or rather from 
theſe confolations,* and from thoſe heaven ly 


tears which conſtitute an earneſt and anticipa- 
tion of the bliſs of Heaven, this miſerable 


and frivolous employment of your time 
completely precludes you. No other plex. 
ſure, no other vice ſo entirely ingulphs the 


life of a Chriſtian as this—none is ſo acs 
ceſſible at all times io adapted to every va- 


wy of age, ſituation, - rank, e under 
* Vide Note r. 


ſtand- 


| 


ſpent life. 


T1 
| anding.® Let me beſeech you to bake the 
word of exhortation and admonition, be 
convinced that to the guilt of Gaming they 
are clearly-obnoxious whoſe hours alone are 


ſacrificed to it. It is not only thoſe who 


riſk much of their property that deſerve the 
appellation of Gameſters, it is not thoſe 


Wo who defraud their gueſts or companions 


Lit is thoſe alſo who cheat God of their 


time, their Redeemer of their affections, 


Man of their exertions, and riſk their ſal- 


vation on the iſſue of ſuch a miſerable miſ- 


But it is not merely that Time is el 


and Thought withdrawn from Religion, but 


habits are acquired by theſe means which 
generate an INVETERATE AVERSION to it. 
AvVERS1ON to Religion ſoon follows the 
NEGLECT of it in moſt caſes, but in this 


inſfance commences and is co-ordinate with 
jt. | I do not pretend to any very wide er- 


— in human life, but I 2 ever 


* Vide Note G. 


| knew 
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luer any ſingle perſon who had made. any 


conſiderable progreſs in games of ſkill, but 


that in proportion to the exerciſe of that 
ſkill, his diſinclination and diſguſt to Re- 
ligion grew with it. Not only is religious 


principle ſupplanted, but a principle of the 
higheſt ſtage of contraſt is ſupplied in its 


ſtead. Examine (you that have calmneſs 


and capacity) yourſelves and your neigh- 


bours—look not only at the haunts of 
Gameſters, but at thoſe contemptible and 


_ miſchievous meetings, where indolence and 
vacancy find their daily refuge in Cards. In 
the midſt of theſe, let the ſlighteſt mention 
be made of the real religious ſtate of Man, 


of his redemption by Chriſt, of his ſtate of 


' miſery and calamity prior to that redemption, 


of the awful looking-for of everlaſting de- 
ſtruction to which every irreconciled finner 
1s expoſed, with what ſcorn and mockery, 


what affected banter and real diſguſt would 
any ſuch mention be treated. Miſerable de- 


luded Beings | do you think that the ex- 
preſſion of ke * akuays bearing about in the body 
= the H 


even. to FORMAL devotion? The very few 


17 


the * of 'the Lord Yeſus,” of „ paſſing "the 
mi of your ſojourning bere in Fran,” are pre- 
. Cepts, like thoſe of the Stoicks of old, found- 
dd on impracticable paradoxes, or that they 
are; the commands of God who ſupplieth 
—— ane a en 
practiſe ham? But you will ſay, Devotion 
and Prayer have their intervals. 1 grant it, 
but nat intervals of doing miſchief, not in- 
tervals of ſowing the ſeeds. of vices, which 
in farther ſtages of their progreſs ſcatter de- 
ſtruction and miſery, . not intervals which 
every time they occur render you more and 
mare indifpoſed to the Word, to the Wor- 
ſhip, and to the Diſpenſations of Almighty 
God. But be fair with yourſelves with 
what valx is it that you who are thus en- 
gaged, particularly as you proceed in thoſe 


courſes, recur not only to sIRIT AL, but 


ſtated decencies, thoſe poor wrecks of Re- 
ligion; which this age of Apoſtacy has left, 
are grown intolerable to you. I wiſh to 
be underſtood to ſpeak of the employment 
0 * 


e 
of The gbr, as I did of the employment of 

Time; that this ſhipwreck of our Chriſtian | 
principles commences at a period long before 
the generality of men will allow that they 
are at all tainted with the vice of Gaming. 
The mind of one immerſed in Cards ſoon 
becomes vacant, frivolous, and captious. 

The habits form a ſtrange mixture of mock 
gravity and pert flippancy. The underſtand- 
ing, by a perpetual attention to a variety of 
unmeaning combinations, acquires a kind of 
pride in this baſtard employment of the faculty 
of thought, which is ſo far from having any 
analogy to the real exerciſe of reaſon, that 
we generally find a miſerable eminence in 
it attainable by the dulleſt, moſt ignorant, 
and moſt eontemptible of mankind. The 
Gameſter however frequently miſtakes this 
ſkill for general acuteneſs, and from that 
conceit either totally rejects the Goſpel evi- 
Hence, or if political or profeſſional conſi- 
derations render this indecent or inexpedient, 
he harbours all that contemptible chicane, all 
that petty ſophiſtry, all that creeping evaſion, 
LL RR I Co 
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dd which a ſelfiſh heart, and a contracted 


| underſtanding, meets and embraces the pre- 


vailing hereſy of the times in which we 
live ;*- degrading the dignity, enervating the 
motives, and deſtroying the conſolations of 


the Croſs of Chriſt. If therefore a Game- 


ſter ever makes profeſſion of Religion, it is 
with ſuch teachers and with ſuch doctrines 
that he finds his mind moſt congenial. To 


Teal Chriſtianity and its Miniſters his, en- 


mity is laſting and virulent, becauſe theſe are 


in ſtrong and direct oppoſition to his fa- 


vorite vice. But it is ſeldom that he ſtops 
here. As the crimes with which Gaming 
is connected are deſtructive of every detached 


portion of Chriſtian piety, ſo is the general habit 


to the whole ſpirit of it. There is ſcarcely a 


poſitive precept of Chriſtianity which is not 
_ violated in the courſe of a Gameſter's career. 
Truſt in Providence is expelled by a courſe 
of action, in which though he embarks per- 


; N his moſt . intereſt, = 


vie Note H. 


dares 
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garres not look up in any ſtage to God for” 
favour or protection. Can he * ſet God 
always before him; that God whoſe name 
'and whoſe Goſpel are never mentioned by 
him but to give energy to imprecation, or 


"zeſt to mockery? As contrary therefore as 


Dignity is to Baſeneſs, Pity to Callouſneſs, Calm- | 
na to Diftrattion, Fraud to Integrity, Re- 
venge to Placability, Hape to Deſpair, ſo con- 
trary is Gaming to the ſpirit and tenor of 
Religion in AL IL its degrees and modifica- 
tions. I am convinced that the juſtice of 
theſe obſervations will not be conteſted. by 
the apeyTs in this vice, who would receive 
with a ſmile of apathy any 2 of 

; "Ty guilt as Chriſtians. 

But the point I wiſh to labour, 5 the 
effect I principally have in view in this re- 
-preſentation, is to warn thoſe who are in 
"diſtant ſtages of the ſame progreſs, and who 
have not yet calmly acquieſced in a ſur- 
render of every hope and conſolation of Re- 

L gion. To ſuch I would ſayin much affection, 
"_ in "the =__ of the unpopularity which 
s ſuch 


= | 

ſuch doctrines may occaſion, that all occu- 
pations of this kind render man guiliy beſore 
Oad at a time when both faſhion and cuſ- 
tom pronounce them imocent. That the 
very deſign of thoſe flippant miſerable meet- 


ings is, to intercept all the awful views 


which it is the purpoſe of Religion to diſ- 
play, and to annihilate the habits which a 
Chriſtian ſhould form. I ſhould further 
ſuggeſt. that with the incipient et of this 
vice, all the ſubſequent ones are connected. 
The {kill acquired, and the Nia fown, 
while drverfor only is in view, ſoon expand 
themſelves into the adult and vigorous 


- growth of guilt and profligacy, which defies 


both God and Man. Againſt: all exceſſes 
you proteſt, but for thoſe exceſſes you aſ- 
ſimilate the ſoil, you trench the ground, 
you ſcatter the ſeed; and are you not any 
ſwerable for the 7ncreaſe? Permit me to 
aſſure you, that if for the ſake of à trifling 
and degrading amuſement, you are prepared 
46 Were this miſchief both temporal 
ad eternal, you exhibit 1 in your OWN PER» | 

_ $0N 6 
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? inſtanee of that 
® i brütal 5 . texture of mind which 
tmeſe miſerable habits ſoon produce. Re- 
member therefore the ſaying of him who 
| warns you that between ſuch practices and 
every religious obligation TER 18 4 
GREAT GULPH FIXED;” that in endeavour» 
ing to reconcile a life addicted to them with 
the ſmalleſt portion of 'religious hope, you 
are trifling with your conſcience moſt * 
pably and egregiouſſr.. 
Art thou a Cux1sT1An then and devoted 
to theſe things ?* Be not deceived by the 
levity of theſe meetings, but eſteem them to 
be moſt awfully and eſſentially wicked. Look 
at the miſeries of the latter end of a Game- 
ſter's career, and dread them for 'Thyſelf 
and thy CnIIDREN: For I can venture to 
alſure thee, that as no other courſe of crimes 
durate ſcorn and contempt of God's Word, 
his —_ and his 2 fo there | 
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is none againſt which the ven ngeatice of He- 


ven is more (keenly and viſibly exerted, nor. 


any in which the puniſhment more quickly 


and invariably follows the crime. A day, 
perhaps an hour, reverſes plenty, ſecurity, 


and credit, into penury, ignominy, and de- 


ſpair, aggravated by the unutterable anguiſh 5 


of having drawn thoſe whom they ought to 


have ſupported and protected into the ſame 


gulph of deſtruction. The puniſhment of 


the Gameſter, like that of Cain of old, is 


© greater than be can bear.” Either the pangs 


1 his recollection drive him to that laſt 


fatal act for which © no place for repentance” 
is found, or he drags on a ſordid exiſtence, 


ſupported by decoying others into the ſame 


mares by which his own ruin has been ef- 


fected, carrying about with him a AL 


 'WRECK. (for ſuch is the breaſt of every 
Gameſter) till the meaſure of his iniquity is 


| Full. O refle& then in time! « that which 


A man ſoweth, that ſhall be alſo reap.”— 
Think how improbable it is, that you who 
have careleſsly and wantonly ſacrificed every 


5 princapee 


* 
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principle of duty to God, and benevolence 
0, Man, to a, poor wretched - amuſement, 
8 eſcape his awful and tremendous juſ- 
If for this thou canſt brave the fears 
'E final impenitence in this world, and of 
everlaſting deſtruction in the next, the 
Apoſtle only can ſpeak with the energy of 
divine grace to thy ſeared conſcience O 
wretched Man that thou art, who ſhall deliver 
Thee from the body of this death.” (0 
I have now, with all ſeriouſneſs, endea- 
voured diſtinctly to, point to thoſe effects 
which I have obſerved to be produced by the 
vice of Gaming on Invivipvars, it remains 
for me to conſider its conſequences as they 
affect the ſtability and order of CIVIL Go- 
 VERNMENT, and the public and ſocial in- 
fluence of the yoLy ReLicion we profeſs. 
In entering upon this part of my ſubject, 
1 would not be thought to acquieſce in that 
- miſchievous diſtinction, invented by Knaves 
and current only with Fools; a diſtinction 
I mean between PRIVATE and PUBLIC mo- 
rals, as if any vice or mode of immorality 


could 
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public order, and public happineſs. 
connexion between cauſes and effects are here - 


| mongſt Thoſe whoſe bias and determination | 
to Good or Evil, is the * or ruin 


Sy 


could exiſt, which doth not by. fv than. 
convey its poiſon. to the body politick. In 
ſome inſtances the miſchief done is flow, and 
circuitous, not producing a viſible effect till 


rations have ripened and matured theſe 


deadly feeds. But the vice of Gaming ſtrikes 


immediately at the vitals of public virtue, 
The 


direct and palpable. It gives vigour, ey» 
and activity to every other public vice, com- 


municating and receiving reciprocal ſupport. ; 


To the receptacles of Gameſters, luxury, 
debauchery, and extravagance, fly for refuge 


and recovery from that ruin which un- 
bridled libertiniſm has entailed upon them. 

On the eontrary, to drown the pangs of 
_ remorſe and keen anguiſh of conſcience, the 


Gameſter plunges by intervals into the 
fouleſt abyſs of ſenſuality and riot. Hence 
ollows the moſt deplorable corruption a- 


of. 


( 
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of: 2 "TY commontTy. To the integrity 
nul independence of men of rank and opu- 
lence, a free ſtate looks for whatever is up- 
right in conduct, ſound in determination, | 
ſafe in practice, and "beneficial in conſe- 
quence. The greater the number of ſuch 
men who fill either the executive depart- 
ments of a State, or who partake of the 
office of Legiſlators, the greater the ſtability 
of that country. Should it fall to the lot 
of ſuch men to project political meaſures, it 
will be done with foreſi ght and reflection 
ſhould it be their province to examine or 
even to oppoſe thoſe planned by others, that 
examination and oppoſition will be con- 
ducted with firmneſs, devoid of acrimony, 
and will be of ſach a mitigated nature as 
never to endanger the ſafety of the whole. 
The conſciouſneſs of integrity will ſapply 
calmneſs, and the deep intereſt they have 
in the welfare of their country; will enſure 
caution and diſcretion in all their move- 
ments and deſigns. But what is it that 
leſſens the number of ſuch invaluable mem- 


*. 
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bee af focigty'? What is it that cor arts 
Thoſe deſigned by Providence to be the 
GuarDians and ProTECToRs, into the 
Bans and-Cuxss of their Country? I will 
anſwer—the Gaming TABLE. The reverſes 
here every moment oecurring, unite beggar- 
ed fortunes, mortified pride, callous baſe- 
neſs, and enſlamed appetites, directing their 
joint operations to the deſtruction of that 
_ common-mother which gave them birth. 
And here I wiſh to be rightly. 6s 
that with a frugal, active, dignified 
the ge of public duty 1s 3 
compatible. - Such a poverty was highly re- 
verenced in the beſt ages of Pagan antiquity, 
as the nurſe of every great and uſeful ex- 
ertion : but as diſtant as light from darkneſs 
is ſuch a poverty from that degraded, ma- 
levolent, abject mEnDICITY, the offspring 
of vice, the organ of faction, and the parent 
of univerſal proſtitution and venality. To 
Preſerve the moſt venerable council of the 
nation from the miſchiefs and diſgrace ac- 
cruing from ſuch members, was one of the 
ga! + A > RR moſt 
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. moſt-important funQtions of the Cenforin 


Magiſtracy in ancient Rome.. To thoſe 
Magiftrates were committed a0 Power of 
removing thoſe Senators who: had reduced 
themſelves to indigetice by profligacy ot 
er, wagance. Similar inſtanees of wiſe 

caution are to be traced in the Athenian 
polity,” which abundantly provided checks 
againſt thoſe whoſe prodipality and beggary 
might make their interference in public af- 
fairs dangerous or prejudicial. It is difficult 
indeed to conceive. what intereſt any one 
-uined by a courſe of vice can have in the 
welfare wt his country : It is ftifl more dif- 
ficult to conceive” that this regard ſhould. 
exiſt in Gameſters, Any claim to patriot- 
iſm in ſuch men furniſhes perhaps one of 
the moſt srvyex»ovs inftances of impu- 
denice in aſſerting, and of dupery in admit- 
ting it, which the records of human folly 
and depravity any where exhibit. For not 
N do they, by the — of their 


* Vide Note K. . 
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own talents, and the operation of their own 


malignant paſſions, deeply injure that coun- 


profeſs to ſerve, but by drying up the vital 


ſources of public integrity, and-depriving | 


it of that future harveſt of virtue, to which 
its fondeſt expectations were directed. For 
it is always obſervable, that the Principals in 
this vice ſoon enliſt large troops of: accom- 


Plices in their ſervice, hy ſpreading among 
the noble and opulent youth their: crimes, 
miſery, and deſpondency,* uniting. them in 
ſimilar views and affociations for the fame 
deteſtable ends. In viewing the deſolation 


ſpread by ſuch men, in conſidering the baſe 
incitements with which they pre- occupy the 


ingenuous hearts of the riſing generation, 
and reconcile them to their trade and in- 
fection, the watchfulneſs with which they 


ſelect their victims and diſciples in the earlieſt 
ſtages of manhood, in beholding the riſing 


hopes of our ſo — and * 


* Vide Note 1. 


well 


e 1. 45 ) 
well may we ſay of our unhappy land J | 
| Rama there was a voice heard, lamentation and 
weeping and great mourning ! Rachel weeping 
for ber children, and would not be comforted be- 
cauſe they are not. More wretched ſtill than 
that diſconſolate mournet! Happier they 
who weep the death of their departed, than 
they who feel the parricidal WO. inflicted 

| by their degenerate offspring! 149 
It is only in ſuch ele b can 110 8 
formed that true callouſneſs which can an- 
ticipate all the calamities of civil diſcord 
with the calmeſt indifference, which having 
long dealt in Private, can extend its efforts 
to national ruin and pillage. This tranſition 
is eaſy and natural: ſuch in all ages have 
been thoſe by whom the peace of flouriſhing 
and free communities have been. diſturbed, 

their properties invaded, and their liberties 
deſtroyed. Theſe are they who, under the 
maſk of patriotiſm, pant for civil convulſion 

and proſeription, for which the whole tex- 


ture of their habits have * diſpoſed _ 
tem. 


1 

them. ' Wh Wann 
tion abound, it is utterly. impoſſible that 
any State can be.! in permanent ſecurity, it is 
impoſſible that thoſe. principles of ſubordi · 
nation, which are eflcitial to«the-happineſs 
of Mankind, tan be maintained dul many 
in the higher orders are given to this de- 
ſtructive habit. Thoſe who wier for anar- 
chy and miſery, thoſe to whom public proſ- 
dan ie a been of deſpair, and poble 
| at wiſely 25 confiftemaly enodyh his they 
encourage and promote this horrible con- 

tagion. The beggary, the degradation, the 
deſpair, the malignancy of thoſe whom they 
aſſemble and aſſociate, are their ere 
weapons, and render them fit inſtru : 


of their plunging and atrocious 2 

The young men into whoſe intimacy they 

inſinuate themſelves, cannot be the org 

of their purpoſes, till their habits are des 

| baſed, their property pillaged; and their con- 

ſeiene | obliterated, This it is which has 
nn 


i 


| — — us in the lr 
therante of thoſe abandoned principles f 
anarchy and fedition, which ate the natural =» 
conſequences of that maſs of” TOO . | 
; Gaming is corner ſtone. | 
1 it is which has for ny years paſt 
reparing the materials for that tre- 
3 — which threatens every 
nation in Europe, and has already over- 
whelmed the moſt flouriſhing, populous, and 
civilized of its kingdoms. Of ruined Game- 
ſters we are told that the crew of Catiline 
was principally compoſed ;* and recent ob- 
ſervation, drawn from the beſt atteſted facts, 8 
will inform us, that amidſt all the unpa- 
ralelled crimes which the miſerable Revolu- 
tion in France has produced, this has been 
in its turn the cauſe, and in its turn the 
effect, of tham ill To the Gaming Table, 
I am told by eye-witneſſes, was regularly 
brought the fruits of —_ n 
cruelty, and OO - 
5 8 * Vide Note M. | : 


8) 


_: Thoſe therefore who, have the lama: views 
and. deſigns, whom no experience of the 
guilt and miſery which ſuch principles 1. 
ſpread in that devoted land which gave them 
birth, thoſe who have ſteeled their breaſts 
to the groans, the anguiſh, and the deſtruc- 
tion of their countrymen, act conformably 
to their views and character in practiſing 
and encouraging that vice, vhich, above all 
| others, aſſiſts their predatory and ſanguinary 
2 projects. q BUT it 18 moſt aſtoniſhing indeed. 
that thoſe who haye a remaining intereſt in 
the welfare of their Country, ho have hu- 
manity unextin guiſhed, who have loyalty 
to their Prince in their hearts, and love off 
order and conſtitutional liberty yet unim- 
Paired, ſhould not ſee and avow the abſolute 
neceſſity of immediately withdrawing from 
every avenue to this accurſed vice, and from 
thoſe aſſociations which in the full order of 
legiſlative and preceptive form teach the 
principles and arrange the practice of it. 
Such ſhould be well aware, * — while this 
ark is in its vigour, neither the wiſeſt 
x; counſel : 


of the enetnies of this country to 
ſubvert! Oh that | 


C doxial, te diſſolves #44 -perſhes. 


I 
usr ben, fende this ,age/of ; 
it 5 in Hhie a Aua 18 of new 
ö . len and Government | But whatorer 1 
"da molt 2 40 antiquity, ä "both... 6 


3 and profane, combines with the awful ex- 
perience of recent and ſtriking events in af- 
during us, that when the chain wh te: 
th creature to the Creator: is pes an: 
Interrupted, when Law is ſepara ted from 
the Source or LEGISLATION, 3 union 
impoſſible and diſſolution inevitable. Re- 
ligion as it is the perfection of individuals; 
1 is it the preſervation. ane. 
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|: Gn ec Cimitive pk has coins. - 
a moſt: digniſied reſiſtance: It turned wink 
an n anf and: averted front from thoſe of its 
legenerate children upon whom the flighteſt 

contamination. reſted ;- it prohibited under 
the ſevereſt penalties even the preſence of, its | 
. Miniſters at ſcenes where their virtue and 
fidelity wete ſo deeply endangered. Neither 0 
3 our Engliſh Church, which both in its 
lodtrines:-and diſcipline doth not want a 
true | Apoſtolical ſeal, been backward in its 
cenſures. ' To the large portion of pious 
md exemplary Ecclefiaſticks, who really love 
thoſe doctrines they teach, and the Maſter 
whom they ſerve, I am convinced that God 
in his Scriptures, and Chriſt in his Church, 

| wil cot , cannot ſpeak in vain.“ At all 
times for Dice and Cards, even were they 
= 3 nature which did not derogate from the 
dignity of our high vocation and miniſtry, 
we have, or ought to have, very few intervals. 
| My" a in the beſt _ OY vice to re- | 
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om ourſelves | and oe: 


enlarged, and our 
for all that we may be called upon to de, and 
all that Providence may deſtine us to t Mer, 


"our charity. how | 
wakeful our conduct, 


or Is 


eſſant our praye 
10 the con nfiderati on 
w by a perpetual” devotion- of 
"ca gt amuſements, w 
ſe PRE views 


Ve energy to our labours.“ I. 
te aware that our habi 
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in nn faith we profeſs, and am 


Goſpel which we preach. In particular, let 
not THESE SACRED RETREATS, the monu- 
ments of ancient piety and magnificence, be 


| Hegraded by a fly afectation of faſhionable 


manners and faſhionable vices, and ran 
of *© that Sin wich doth ſo eaſily beſet. as Toa 
Prayer and Meditation, ſtudy and reticement, | 

charity and dignified hoſpitality, are” equally 
excluded, by a conſtant round of cards and 
diſipation. Oh may heſe oxnamenTAL, 
theſe noLE, and when applied to their pro- 


per ends theſe vszvv1, inſtitutions, never be 


brought into diſrepute by the folly and fault 
of a few. Let me not ſeem in this © as one 
that 'mocketh,” for I cannot but think that 
every forious Miniſter of Chriſt muſt con- 
1 this awful paſſage of St. Paul as ex- 
ting a ſtrong analogy to the preſent cir- 
2 of himſelf and his brethren 
ar. T chink God hath ſet forth the Apoſtles loft, 
d it were appointed o death. For ue are 
_ — unto the . and * 
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aul te Men. "Ll be that to uch a 
ſituation even the difra##ion of the generality 
of amuſements is ſufficiently uncongenial and 
indecorous much more the prevalence of 
oxE, which T firmly believe has contributed 
more in its conſequences and dependencies to 
overwhelm the earth with confuſion and 
bloodſhed, than the united force 'of all the 
powers of HEIL and Darxness. May the 
Ae of Chriſt, with enlarged hearts, 
- purified affections, and humble penitence, 
meet all the high duties which the times im- 
| Poſe, and face all thoſe dangers which they 
, threaten! May we either be thought wor- 
thy, as the Levitical Prieſthood, to . fand 
between the dead and the lis tving, and of Me plague 
le reaſed; or if God ſhall, in his inſerutable 
decrees, . have thrown us on theſe times 
when © the elements ſhall melt with fervent' heat, 
the earth alſo and the works that are therein 
hall be burned up, may we be able. to poſſeſs 
our ſouls in firm reſignation, and unſhaken 
Hops, looking * to his promiſe for 
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10 CONCLUDE. 8 
er they who have 2 thi — 
| tions of the world by fin in this important 
point! Happy they whom the powerful and 
controuling Grace of God (without which 
all moral precepts are but a dead letter) has 
arreſted in theſe courſes, convincing them 
of © the thi ngs appertaining unto their peace, 
before they are hid from their eyes for ever!“ 
But thrice happy they whom elevation of 
rank, ſplendour of ſtation, and the poſſeſſion 
of extended property, have enabled to con- 
tributed a powerful and deciſive influence 
in checking this wretched career of guilt 
and woe! Who, in the ſervice of God and 
of Mankind, have diſcountenanced habits, 
and ſacrificed amuſements, apparently inno- 
cent, to this great, this en, this . 
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ly diſ- 
V plea- 


gone. They 
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ment, and 


at thoſe tre- 
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tinctions ſhall ceaſ 


ſures are for ever 
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JOTE A. Ariftoteles in Ethicis Nicom. The u- 
timents of this illuſtrious ſage are worthy of himſelf 
| 2d of the attention of thoſe who have proſtituted their 
talents in the praiſe of Gameſters. Ariſtotle muſt have 
entertained very different opinions of the nature of liberality 


from thoſe which are now current, for he utterly excludes _ 


all Gameſters from the ſmallf portion of it, even from 


that degree of it which other plunderers are not without. 
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Note C. The friendſhip of Gameſters is is deſcribed 
'vith great juſtice and animation by Cyprian—* Illic ra- 
bioſa amicitia, illic atrociſimi ſceleris fraternitas diſcordant, 
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ſions at all connected with Gaming. What were the 
ſentiments of Chriſtian antiquity concerning bor, may 
be ſufficiently. collected from the "Em ar Po Seine 
- :Chryfyftom to the people of Antioch, | 1 


dabject of this Diſcourſe, as well as to the general regula- 
tion of the amvsEmENTS of a Chriſtian occur in Mr. 


Ed . 4 N 

| Note D. Te was probably a colivifion of. the viel 
2 infamy of Gameſters, which induced ſome 
of the moſt eſteemed commentators on the Roman law 
- to aſſert the inadmiſſtility of their Evidengh, in a Court of 
Juſtice. This opinion is ſupported with great ability and 
force of e by oY; & Eee vol. ” | 


er. Ameun peccati ui ge Gu one: 
Note F. In the exquiſite language of Bafil— | 


. To dees ners uon Ewrpe ren ue Th; e 
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 anvuſements, however pernicious to general morality, w 
inconſiſtent with all Chriſtian piety and ſeriouſneſs, are of 
_ 2 malignancy leſs miſchievous and extended. than diver- 


Many admirable obſervations likewiſe a to the 


William Law's incomparable Treatiſe upon the ( Ab- 
ſolute Unlawfulneſs of Stage Amuſements; a work to 
which no one hath attempted to give a ſhadow of an an- 
wer; a work in which, as in His cc $ erious Call,” and 
60 9 Perfection, we find a rare combination of 
* 55 „„ omni 
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brilliant geniae ens Las 
the moſt fervett and aſcetic piety. Indeed all his writings, 
which were the produce of the days of his vigor, before 
corporal had brought on intellectual decay, are above all 
others calculated to form the habit and character of 'a 
Miniſter of Chriſt. They proceeded from 2 heart teem- 
ing with the moſt high, heroic, devoted affectiom to a 
CRUCIFIED Lon ůD AnD MASTER, teaching us in every 
page the joy and conſolation of every ſacrifice we ean make 
of pleaſure, intereſt, or amuſement, to him « who le 
us, and waſhed us in his own blood,”” However unpopular, | 
for very obvious reaſons, this illuſtrious ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt might be during his long and laborious life, how- 
ever faſhionable it may be to decry thoſe invaluable legacies 
which he has left to. poſterity, —I can fay with truth I 
never yet knew 2 vITAL CHRISTIAN that did not prize 
them, or a TRUE Cxiric who did not admire them. As 
a controverſial writer he ſtands unrivalled in originality 
of thought, pregnancy of wit, dexterity in argument, and 
juſtneſs in concluſion. He grappled with equal ſtrength 
and ſucceſs with ManpeviLLEe, TIN DAL, and HoapLey. 


Both infidelity, and that latitudinarian Theology ſo nearly 
Connected with it, equally ſhrunk from the poignancy of 
| his irony,” and the ſeriouſneſs of his reproof. 1 hope 1 
ſhall be forgiven for having ſo long expatiated om the 
merits of this great and good man, when it is conſidered 
that Iglinſt the vice which I am now oppoſing; his writings 
ant the ffrongeſt antidote, and when I profeſs" à filial 

ace for him, to the early peruſal of whoſe writings, 
bert to the Holy I" Love vn of 
Chriſtian 
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155 of Crit Crd Thus Occumenius in cap. 
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We find i in the” reſent 
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of modern Socinianiſm. 
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Ven l. On this account and for variows importent 


g 4 who bear any relation to our rumie 
SMN ARIES of EDvcatiON, than a total abſtinenee from 
| . theſe habits. The miſchief done to religion, virtue, and 


leaming would incoriceivable, if thoſe who have entolled 


themſelves in lifts of aſſociated Gameſters luda Hold | 


very high and important Academical Stations. Should ati 

I attempt be made by /uch men to recomperice their conntry 

for the reſult of ſo pernicious an example and condudt; by 

a propoſal of Eccleſiaſtical Reform, by a few trite; peeviſh; 

_ exile objections to the venerable Liturgy of our tens 
well might we exclaim with the indigtatt ers- 


Uttra Sat IS fugete nine hbet & Glaciatem Oceanum! 


Note M. This ſufficiently appears fro the iivathdBle 
account which Salluſt has tranfmitted te is of the ate 


linarian conſpiracy, many parts 6f whith un 


faſt events. Quicum que impudieus, adulter, gane, 
ALEA manu, ventre bona patria laceruverat quiquie allentittt 
==s grande conflaverat—-Hi Catalin# W miete 
erant.“ De Bello Catalinario.. 15 


Note N. Let the Biſhop, Prieſt, vs 5 
his time in Dice or Drinking, a ares or be depoſed. 1 


a „ Canons, xxxv. 


appear to e eee than 4 of 
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Let not this prohibition of Juſtinian be overlooked— 5 


N Interdicimus antem ſanctiſſimis Epiſcopis, Preſbyteris, & 


W 8 & one! alis cujuſlibet venerandi Callegii ad 
K Ve _ tabulas 
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Ki" cus iy by dey or oy night, 


OT Ns be — . live. 


theſe, that we trace. that feature ſo uncongenial to the 
of modern manners, the Majzory 
HURCH or Chnisr; an expreſſion, however 
nr 
Honourable Ennvnp Bunkz. 
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